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by a Musulman mistress. As a return for Bajirao's help
Chatrasal gave Mastani to Bajirao. Whatever her origin, all
the stories agree as to her wit and beauty; and the chief
attraction in the festival held by Bajirao in honour of
Ganpati, his family god, was the singing and dancing of
this Indian Salome, Nor was she less dainng than lovely.
She accompanied Bajirao on many of his campaigns. On
one occasion he so far forgot etiquette as to take her with
him to Satara, when he went to pay his respects to the
ting, a piece of conduct which drew on him a reprimand
royal from the indignant Shahu. As the years passed, the
minister grew so infatuated with the beautiful dancing-
girl, that he neglected his wife Kashibai. Tt was this
infatuation which led his brother Chimnaji Appa, his
mother Radhabai and his son Balaji to protest against his
behaviour. He paid no hoed to them. At last, early in
November 1739, his brother and his son, fearing that his
attentions to Mastani were undermining Bajirao's health,
removed her by force and imprisoned her in a single room
in the Shanwar Wada. The minister retired gloomily to
Patas. But the beautiful and spirited courtesan would not
resign her empire without a struggle. On the 24th
November she escaped from prison and rejoined her lover.
Her enemies followed her and again successfully used their
power to separate the minister and his mistress. Weary
of the struggle, Bajirao decided to seek on the battlefield
that peace of mind which he could not find in his own homo.
An excellent excuse existed for a fresh campaign against
the Nizam. In 1728 by the treaty of Mungi Shevgaon,
the Nizam had promised to Bajirao a substantial private
jaghir, but ho had failed to keep his promise. The Nizam
was away at Delhi, but his son Nasir Jang was in the
Deccan and could easily have granted the jaghir, had his
father wished it. On the J2th December 1739 Bajirao
reviewed his troops and set out from Poona to enforce
this part of the Mungi Shevgaon treaty. A few days later
Chimnaji Appa joined him with a large contingent. Nasir